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2018 Calendar of Events 

March 1  Annual Meeting - Roma Italian Restaurant 

   Dinner & Installation of Officers & Directors 

 

April 4   Conference Committee Meeting 

   Board of Directors Meeting 

 

May 2   General Membership Meeting 

   New Castle County 

 

June 6   Conference Committee Meeting 

   Board of Directors Meeting 

 

September "TBA" 2nd Annual Chuck Surguy Memorial Golf  

    Tournament 

   The Rookery North Golf Course, Milford, DE 

 

September 19  Conference Committee Meeting 

   Board of Directors Meeting 

 

September 19  General Membership Meeting 

   The Rookery North, Milford, DE 

 

November 1 & 2 2018 Conference & Expo 

   General Membership Meeting 

   Atlantic Sands Hotel, Rehoboth Beach, DE 

 

December 5  Conference Committee Meeting 

   Board of Directors Meeting 

 

 

Dates & Times are Subject to Change. 

Individual Notices will be mailed for each of these events. 

mailto:desurveyors@gmail.com


PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
 

Greetings! 

As I write, it’s February, the wind chill is in the teens, and the Eagles fans are heading to Broad Street…As we continue 

into 2018, the daylight hours are getting longer again, and I am looking forward to spring! The quiet month of January 

always makes me reflect, and this year was no exception.  Ten years ago we were in the beginnings of the Great 

Recession.  Hours were cut, salaries reduced, and many of my peers were laid off from positions they had held for years. 

The company I was with changed direction, from municipal work and land development, to inspections and asset 

management.  I was on extremely reduced hours, learning about pavement types and software to track and budget 

infrastructure inventories for departments of transportation, counties and municipalities throughout the country.  It was 

surreal to not have any survey work to do each day, and the type of work I was performing was less than exciting to me, 

as I’m sure you can imagine!  After a conversation with my boss, I supplemented by providing research and drafting 

services to individual surveyors, who could not afford to hire full time help.  I also used the extra time ‘off’ to return to 

the University of Delaware for some GIS courses, and to finish my engineering degree.  Fast forward ten years from the 

Great Recession and fortunately, the economy and the work have somewhat returned.  I was very thankful to find 

another full time surveying position in 2013, but the fact remains the surveying community as a whole has been much 

slower to recover than the economy.   Toss in the wild card of the lightening speed advancement in technology, and 

today we have many a talented surveyor feeling lost, or ‘off’. 

This is a time when, as members of this Association, we should be supporting one another and inspiring growth.  I 

always enjoy catching up with other surveyors at our dinners and the conferences, and am impressed with those who 

continue to give their time to the Association.   When I joined DAS as an associate member, I first became involved in the 

conference committee.  A lot of work goes into finding presenters and venues, vendors and topics, and it’s a great 

opportunity to explore the different aspects of our profession.  Associate members are always welcome to join any of 

our committees, and it’s a great way to make contacts and explore options.  On that same note, if any of our 

professional members are interested in joining us by serving on the board as a Kent or Sussex County Director, please 

contact us immediately.  Slots are open for 3 seats, and we would welcome a new faces at the table! 

By bringing the experienced together with the up and coming, we can continue to grow.  We have a valuable link to new 

talent in our affiliate member, Diane Calloway, at DelTech, who has been instrumental in connecting us with surveying 

students throughout the state.  (And a sincere thank you to Steve Adkins and Adams Kemp, Wilkins-Noble, LLC, and 

George E. Young III, PC, for placing DelTech students in internships in order to obtain the 96 surveying credit hours 

requirement!). 

Earlier this year I sent out an invitation to visit the Wilbur Wilson map collection at the University of Delaware.  In case 

you missed the invitation, I am re-printing the information below.  Please let me know by April 1 if you’re able to join 

me, so I can give the Special Collections an approximate head count.  It should be an interesting trip! 

Lastly, our next General Membership meeting is in Dover, at the Roma restaurant on March 1.  As always, I look forward 

to seeing you all there.   

 

Happy New Year, 

Jill Myers, PLS 
President, Delaware Association of Surveyors



 
  



SPECIAL COLLECTIONS FIELD TRIP 

 

Please consider visiting the University of Delaware’s Morris Library with me in April, the information on the 

field trip is below.  If you’re interested in attending please contact me by April 1, so I can give 

the University an approximate head count.   

 

Please plan to join me on April 11 at 6:00 pm at the University of Delaware’s Morris Library, to view portions of 

over fifty years of the survey works of Wilbur T. Wilson, who served as the Newark Town Engineer and 

Surveyor during the late 19th and early 20th centuries.   

A very important note: All visitors need a valid photo ID to enter the Morris Library and to register in Special 

Collections.  The UD will not let you in without a valid photo ID.   

You may want to plan to carpool, as parking can be difficult in the area.  Please plan to pay to park, and to wear 

your walking shoes!   

The closest pay to park lot is across South College Ave. from the library (next to the University of Delaware 

Visitors Center). There is also metered parking next to the library. See below for the link to the UD parking 

map. Pay to park lots are in green, lot 41 is the lot across from the library.  

Parking map: http://www1.udel.edu/transportation/parking/parking-images/ParkingMap15-16.pdf 

Here is a sneak peak at the Wilbur Wilson Map Collection, which contains a Biographical Note on Mr. 

Wilson, as well as in interesting link to the Historic Map Collection: 

 

Wilbur Wilson Map Collection:   
http://www.lib.udel.edu/ud/spec/findaids/wilson/index.htm 
 
Historic Map Collection: 
http://www.lib.udel.edu/ud/spec/findaids/hist_map/  
 
 

If you have any questions please feel free to email me directly at jillm774@comcast.net  
 
Hope to see you there! 
Jill 
 
 
 
Jill Myers PLS 
President, DAS 
 
 

http://www1.udel.edu/transportation/parking/parking-images/ParkingMap15-16.pdf
http://www.lib.udel.edu/ud/spec/findaids/wilson/index.htm#_blank
http://www.lib.udel.edu/ud/spec/findaids/hist_map/
mailto:jillm774@comcast.net


 

 
 
 

We are always looking for dedicated adjunct instructors for Surveying Principles, Route Surveying & 

Design, Boundary Surveying & Law and Advanced Surveying Principles.  If you have an interest and 

would like to help young students join the surveying profession, please contact Diane Calloway, DelTech 

at (302) 259-6465 for more information. 

 

 

 

 

The 2018 NSPS Trig Star program is beginning the new season with a lot of excitement. The DAS is working on 

an improved outline for the program so we can reach other high schools in each county, that may have interest 

in the program. The program has been implemented in vocational schools for the past several years and the 

DAS is hoping to grow the program to public as well as charter schools in the coming seasons. With the new 

outline in progress, the DAS is still in great need of any interested Surveyors that would like to donate just a 

couple of hours per season to educate the young high school students in their areas about the survey profession. 

With technology changing the face of our profession, we will need the technologically advanced youth of today 

to continue to keep our profession as strong as we know it should be.  

In the 2016/2017 Trig Star season, Delaware saw great potential in the students that took the test. It is the goal 

of the DAS to get Delaware recognized nationally and to bring attention to the efforts that we are making 

through this and other programs, to keep our profession strong. In addition, we have had great support from 

Delaware Technical and Community College as they are working to grow their Survey program as well.   

Please reach out to the DAS if you would like to help with this effort to continue the growth of our great 

profession. Any time or assistance you can provide will go a long way. 

 

 

 



H. RODNEY SHARP MAP COLLECTION 
 
 
 

  

 

 

The opportunity to view the H. Rodney Sharp Map Collection has been extended until Sunday, April 8th.  If 

you've still not had a chance to visit Historic Odessa to review the collection, now is your chance! 

Please visit their website for details:  https://www.historicodessa.org/news/mapping-america-1570-1916-h-

rodney-sharp-map-collection. 

 

 

The Conference Committee has been working hard since last November on this year's 

event.  Speakers are being confirmed and the schedule is almost complete.  Once again the 

committee is trying to find speakers and topics that are timely and interesting, while still 

qualifying for Professional Development Hours.  The Conference is back at the Atlantic 

Sands Hotel & Conference this year - the dates are November 1 & 2.  The hotel offers a 

discount on overnight room accommodations if you reserve before October 1, 2018.  When 

making your reservation, call 1-800-422-0600 and  refer to Booking ID 9082 and 

Delaware Association of Surveyors.  Their website does not accept individual group room 

reservations so you must call.  Please remember that "there will be no refund for early 

checkouts.  Anyone checking out prior to the agreed upon departure date, will be 

responsible for their full stay.  If guests cancel a guaranteed reservation for any reason, they 

must do so 72 hours prior to their arrival date to receive a refund of deposit.  However,  a 

$25 administration fee will be charged for all cancellations.  Any reservations cancelled 

within 72 hours of the arrival date will result in forfeiture of the full deposit amount." (per 

Atlantic Sands Hotel) 



 

 

It seems that during my entire career as a proud professional land surveyor, surveyors have been 

waging an image battle. We often hear that we aren’t perceived by the public as—or paid on par 

with—other professionals, such as our next-of-kin, engineers, and even lawyers and doctors. I 

continually hear and read discussions that we aren’t even compensated as well as some of the 

trades, such as plumbers or electricians. Although I have never personally had much heartburn over 

these discussions, I can’t help but be aware of them and wonder why it’s true. 

Based on my observations and opinion, the contributing factors are many: a complex, layered 

matrix of moving parts, some of which we control and others we allow to control us 

What We Are Not 

We are not engineers, doctors, or lawyers. To compare ourselves to such does a delusional 

disservice to our profession. 

Although things have changed in the past decade or so with a national component to our licensure 

process, historically the educational requirements, or even opportunities, are nowhere near what 

they are for these other professions. For example, I obtained my license 31 years ago based on 

more than six years of qualifying experience, with no degree in surveying at all. The same path is 

still possible today in California. That is true for many other states as well, although, as I said, that 

has changed in many states. (Whether or not that change has been beneficial to our overall 

professional ranks is the subject of an entirely different discussion and will not be addressed here.) 

The reality is nobody except us understands what it is we do. I have spent my professional life 

working with engineers who don’t understand what we do, or how we do it, but they certainly 

complain that whatever it is, it costs too much. If engineers don’t get it, we have little hope that 

anyone else will. 

SURVEYORS:   

An Identity Crisis 
by: 

Scott Martin 

 
as originally appeared in the xyHt monthly 

e-News Field Notes. 



Almost everyone can tell you what a doctor, lawyer, or engineer does, at least in general. Ask the 

man on the street what a surveyor does, and you will get “I have no clue,” or, “He’s the guy 

standing along the side of the road looking through a telescope,” or, “He knocks on doors and asks 

questions.” I contend that no matter how hard we try, collectively, we will never change that. At 

least not very much. 

Lack of Cohesion 

Even if we could, it seems we have extreme difficulty doing anything collectively. Sure, we have 

great leadership at the national level working hard on our behalf. But how many surveyors are even 

paying attention to those efforts? I believe I have heard more negative statements about state 

associations electing to include national membership fees with state level fees than I have positives 

about the benefits of the partnership to both organizations and the profession. 

We can’t even seem to get state organizations aligned with regional associations to pull on the rope 

together. And we can’t get state-level organizations to function cohesively. We have a Young 

Surveyors Network and the rest of us. What? (Again, I am speaking from personal experience and 

opinion, so if there are model examples out there to the contrary, I would love to hear about them.) 

So, we waste time complaining about whom we’re not treated like or paid equally to. We dilute the 

power we have collectively by either not being involved at all or by butting heads with others who 

are willing to be involved but don’t see it our way. Sounds an awful lot like politics to me. We all 

see how well that works. 

Kings of Location? 

Another major contributing factor to our ongoing identity crisis has been created by technology. 

We were once the Kings of Location. For the most part, the only thing left that’s still protected is 

boundary location. Other people are locating everything from wetlands to assets to infrastructure. 

Remote sensing has exploded and taken a huge portion of our traditional work with it. Automated 

machine guidance has eroded the once-highly-profitable construction staking sector almost to 

extinction. GIS has become the mapping and data-repository platform of choice across almost all 

industries and professions, with very little of that data having been collected by the “Kings of 

Location.” 

Bid Undercutting 

Then we have the corner-cutters, moonlighters, and the unlicensed, undermining our value at every 

turn. You cut every penny out of your proposal, with the sharpest pencil you can find, and someone 

gets the job for a third of your amount. It happens every day. The playing field is as uneven as the 

surface of the Grand Canyon. Licensing boards have some authority to go after the unlicensed 

violators, but not your licensed peers, unless they clearly violate a law or rule. Proving 

incompetency or failing to meet minimum standards of practice can be challenging. 



I suppose carpenters, plumbers, and electricians face the problem of bid undercutting, too. But my 

guess is that it is not so prevalent for those other “professions” we like to compare ourselves with. 

Does that make us more realistically a trade than a profession? I believe that has been another battle 

we have been fighting when competing for government-funded work where we are inappropriately 

(illegally?) selected on bid amounts, not on qualifications. A direct reflection of how our services 

are perceived. 

Education 

Then we have the widely disparate topic of continuing education and what constitutes it. I 

personally strive to learn every day, but I doubt I could claim any of that learning as “continuing 

education” in the formal sense. 

What Is Our Future, or Are We History? 

Do I have solutions for these issues? Honestly, I don’t. Except to say that I long ago accepted that 

part of being a professional land surveyor was educating people, especially clients, about what we 

do and the value we provide to the success of their project, and doing so in a confident, articulate 

manner. Then proving it. 

And, I have worn a coat and tie while doing it. I wanted people I interacted with to think of a 

surveyor as something other than that guy with dirty clothes and boots on the side of the road 

looking through a telescope. I wanted them to see us an integral, important part of the team, not an 

evil necessity. 

I jokingly blame the “Three Surveyors and Another Guy” for all this. But the esteemed role that 

land surveyors once played in the settling and development of this country—creating a lofty image 

in the public’s eye (how many old photos of survey crews have you seen where all members were 

finely dressed?)—is a long-bygone era. We cannot cling to that history, even though we are bound 

to retrace it. If we cannot cohesively figure out who we are, we may be just that … history. 

Look for more from xyHt on the current state of surveying identity, both domestically and abroad, 

coming soon. 

 

Article by Scott Martin 

 Scott Martin currently serves as a member of the CSRC executive committee as the NGS-recognized 

California Geodetic Coordinator and is also the chair of the Western Region Height Modernization Consortium. 
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2018 Membership dues 

are due now !! 

Print off the renewal form found in this newsletter and send 

it in, along with your payment.  Don't be left out!! 



 

This past November, Delaware Association of Surveyors (DAS) teamed up with the ACE Mentorship Program 

of Delaware to introduce Land Surveying in three local area High Schools.  Included were Hodgson Vo-Tech 

High School, William Penn High School, and Delcastle Technical High School.  The ACE (Architecture, 

Construction, and Engineering) Program aims to mentor students and inspire them to pursue careers in the 

design and construction fields.  As a part of the program, working professionals meet with students regularly 

throughout their semester and conduct exercises in design as well as perform projects that students would 

encounter in the professional work environment.  This year the program incorporated Land Surveying in the 

curriculum of professions that students were to experience. 

Volunteers of DAS met with students and ACE Mentors at their respective schools to show and involve 

students in what Land Surveying entails and the contribution of the Surveyor’s role in a design and 

construction context.   Each school, as a part of the students’ ongoing studies, were involved in a simulated 

project whereby they were designing an addition to some area of the school building or site improvements.  The 

DAS volunteers were asked to conduct a topographic survey in the areas of the proposed projects.  Our 

volunteers began by giving a brief introduction and presentation covering the Land Surveying profession and 

the daily activities performed by surveyors.  Following the presentation, volunteers along with students and 

mentors conducted field surveys collecting existing conditions data at the proposed addition sites.  Students 

participated in collecting field data with each student having the opportunity to fulfill roles performed by a 

survey crew.  Students gained an awareness of what we do and volunteers got a chance to grow the profession 

and interact with the future of our industry.  DAS is glad to have a new partner in the ACE Mentor Program of 

Delaware.   

For inquiries about the ACE Mentor Program or if you would like to volunteer in the future, please contact 

Vicky Newton at VNEWTON@MITCHELLAI.com (302-230-5220). 

 

 

  

 



2018 Membership Renewal Form 
PLEASE CHECK THE APPROPRIATE TYPE OF MEMBERSHIP 

 
_____ Full (Professional) Membership, includes NSPS membership  $  150 
 
_____ Full (Professional) Membership (proof of NSPS membership required) $  110 
 
_____ Associate Membership, includes NSPS membership   $  100 
 
_____  Associate Membership       $   60 
 
_____  Affiliate Membership       $ 160 
 
_____ Corresponding        $   35 
 
_____  Student         $   25 
 
_____ Retired Membership, includes NSPS membership    $   75 
 
_____ Retired Membership       $  35 
        
 

NSPS Membership is optional for all categories except “Full (Professional) Membership. 
 

Please make check payable to “D.A.S.” and return entire, completed  renewal form with your remittance to: 
Delaware Association of Surveyors, Inc. 

9210 Slice Court 
Wilmington, NC  28412 

Credit Cards are also accepted.  Please request an authorization form. 
 Please fill out all information below carefully.  It is from this information that the mailing labels 
 are generated and any misinformation could affect your ability to receive DAS information by mail. 
 
          

NAME: __________________________________________________________________               No Changes from Last Year ___________  
 
ADDRESS (Home): _________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone Number:       (Cell) _____________________________     (Home) _______________________________ 
 
DE PLS No.: ______________________  DE PE No.: ____________________ 
 
Registration in other states? _____________________  If so, which states? ____________________________________________________ 
 
Mailing Preference: ______ Home  _______ Business          Email: ____________________________________________________________ 
 
Firm Name: ___________________________________________________________ Phone: (                     )_______________________________ 
 
Fax #: _______________________  Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Date you joined DAS? _____________________________ Charter (1972) Member of DAS? _______________ 
 
In which county is your primary area of practice? ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
In what other counties do you practice? ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Committees you would be interested in serving on:  _________________________________________________________________________ 
 

  



  

 



 

 

 

 

 

RESERVATIONS 

 

To make reservations, please either 

 Phone/Text  302-462-5293       

Email    desurveyors@gmail.com 

Fax     888-440-7624 

 

To ensure that your reservation 

 is received in time, 

please contact DAS first and  

THEN mail your check to: 

 

Delaware Association of Surveyors, Inc. 

9210 Slice Court 

Wilmington, NC  28412 

 

 

MENU 

 

Your choice of one  

from the following  

plated dinners: 

 

Chicken Parmigiana 

Roma Steak 

Roasted Salmon 

Lasagna 

 **Also Included ** 

Side Salad 

Pasta 

Fresh Baked Bread 

Coffee & Iced Tea 

Dessert - Cannoli 

 

Mail, Fax or Phone your 

dinner choice by Feb. 23. 

 

Delaware Association of Surveyors, Inc. 

 Annual Dinner & Installation of Officers 

 

Thursday 

March 1, 2018 

Roma’s Restaurant, Dover, DE 

Cash Bar - 5:30 pm     Dinner - 6:15  pm 

 

Cost:  $35.00 per person 

 

RESERVATIONS MUST BE MADE BY 

 Friday, February 23, 2018.   

 

      No one will be admitted without advance reservations. 



Cecil County Roads Books Provide Glimpse Into Past  
 

  

This map drawn in August of 1822 includes a detailed description of the properties along the road, starting with 

John Robinson's barn and each house in succession along the road, ending with Thomas Worrell's house at the 

Pennsylvania line. 



Since the founding of Cecil County in 1674, commerce required good roads in order to move products from 
farms to mills and then to surrounding areas. Requests for road improvements or the building of new ones are 
found in early primary documents such as the civil court records of Cecil County 1701-1738. If the request was 
granted, then surveyors were sent out to map the area. The “Roads Books of Cecil County 1768-1892” contain 
surveys and maps which preceded any road work or new construction. These records provide a valuable 
resource for historians and homeowners. 
 
Good roads were necessary to transport products from the farms of the southern part of the county to the 
markets in the north and the surrounding states. The abundance of waterways made transportation by boat an 
easy was to reach markets around the Chesapeake Bay. In the early 18th century, tobacco was shipped to the 
markets in New Castle, Del., and Philadelphia bound for Europe. Once tobacco production ceased due to the 
strain on the ecology, products such as wheat, potatoes, corn and fruits needed to reach markets north and 
east. Good roads were essential part of the economy. 
 
To get a new or improved road, citizens would petition the civil court for permission to proceed. In 1724, the 
Alexanders of New Munster petitioned the court to move a road near the Elk Creek from low wet ground to 
higher ground. Their petition was granted to move the road. Once a petition was approved, a surveyor would 
be sent to the area to survey and draw up a map. The first map in the roads books is in the present day second 
district, from the Back Creek area to the Delaware state line. Many important details are included on the map, 
such as a proposed bridge over the Bohemia River, mills and personal property. Using this map and 
landmarks, a comparison can be made today. 
 
The roads books begin in the year 1768 with a detailed description of the 43 public roads in Cecil County. The 
first road is described as follows: “of the road of the intersection of the Old Town Road between Thomas Davis 
and the White Marsh to the Sassafras Ferry at Fredericktown and from thence to the intersection of the new 
road by Furrons and the said intersection to the intersection of the Ferry Road to the White Marsh”. This may 
sound confusing but, the maps in the books help the reader make sense of these references. These maps also 
have detailed surveyor measurements which can be applied to current maps of the county today. 
 
The roads books are useful in finding the locations of places that have been abandoned and returned to their 
natural state. I was able to find by family’s mill along Stony Run outside of North East that was deep in the 
woods. In the 19th century, the existing road near the property was altered and widened. The roads books 
have a map called “to the Bay and Maffitt Mills.” The map shows the Stony Run and the mill race. The mill and 
the house had burned down in the 20th century, but by using this map I could find where the mill of Samuel 
Moffitt was located. The mill race is still visible and daffodils mark the spot where the house stood. 
 
Emily Kilby, Fair Hill Historian, frequently makes use of the roads books. Her following comment explains the 
value of these books. 
 
“There’s more to discover from the early county roads book than just the facts about the building of our public 
thoroughfares. These canvas pages contain notations of the owners along the route, the locations of homes 
and businesses rendered in charming folk art, occasional mentions of terrain and often the reason for laying 
out or relocating a road. My favorite finds in these pages are in the public comment made to the appointed 
commissioners. In 1832, for instance, the crossing of the Little Elk Creek on what is now route 273 had been 
relocated to accommodate one of the landowners, who then erected a fence across the old, more direct track 
that crossed his meadow. A brother and user of the road then beseeched the commissioners to stand up for 
the good of the citizens who preferred the old track that saved them a half-dozen steps, saying ‘fencing up this 
triangular corner can be of no possible use (but) solely for the purpose for gratifying (his brother’s) malignant 
and mulish disposition.’ 
 
Many of the maps are beautifully drawn and a delight to view. One of the best maps shows the houses along 
the Little Elk Creek from today’s Route 273 to the Pennsylvania line. The map drawn in August of 1822 
includes a detailed description of the properties along the road, starting with John Robinson’s barn and each 
house in succession along the road, ending with Thomas Worrell’s house at the Pennsylvania line. The map of 
Maffitt’s mill on Stony Run is in color, with hands pointing to Charlestown and the North East Depot. Both maps 
are truly works of art  



Other maps provide various details including private homes, businesses, churches and meeting houses, 

bridges and some geographical details. There are many maps of the current day Route 273. This road which 

goes from Delaware across the top of the county had been a busy route for many years connecting Delaware, 

Pennsylvania and Maryland. The 1787 map shows what the Fair Hill to Rock Church area looked like. The 

church and residences, as well as rocky or low wet areas are included in the map. A visit to that area today 

would enable you to connect to the past. 

The roads books are a one of a kind primary resource only available at the Historical Society of Cecil County. 

They have been indexed and digitized for easy access. The society is open every Monday and Thursday from 

10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and the first Saturday of every month from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.. Give us a call at 410-398-1790 

or email us at cecilhistory@gmaill.com. Come on by and take a look. Maybe you can find a historic map of 

your property. 

 

[Story by Jo Ann Gardner, Volunteer Researcher for the Historical Society of Cecil County.] 
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I know it's been a while since I’ve reported on NSPS activities so here 

we go. In 2017 I attended the spring business meeting in Silver Springs, Maryland, but due to health issues I 

only attended one day for the Board of Directors meeting.  

The key thing that came from this meeting was to discontinue having a joint conference with MAPPS which is 

“a national association of firms in the surveying, spatial data and geographic information systems field in the 

United States” (this is from their website – I couldn’t find exactly what the acronym stands for). In the past 

NSPS has joined MAPPS in Washington DC for a lobby day to speak to our national legislature. Although a few 

good things for our profession have come from this arrangement, it was, for the most part, for the good of 

MAPPS. To be clear, NSPS has no animosity or issue with MAPPS - this is a matter of NSPS expending our 

time and resources for the good of Surveying. If there are any other questions concerning this matter please 

don’t hesitate to contact me. 

That being said, the NSPS is planning a Lobby Day of our own on April 11th. John Bianco and Steve Johns have 

agreed to participate and represent our State in this worthwhile endeavor. 

I wrote most of this report in Frisco Texas at our NSPS fall meeting. I am currently serving on the public 

relations committee, however I sat in on the Workforce Development committee, the Unmanned Aerial Survey 

(UAS) committee and will become more involved in the Railroad Right-of-Way and Monumentation 

subcommittee.  

Workforce Development has almost completed a really great manual to help guide States in ways to garner 

interest in our profession and to let the public know what we are accomplishing. This is the sort of product 

that I was hoping would come from NSPS, where successful individual programs are compiled and distributed 

to all. 

Our UAS committee is working toward compiling a best practices manual. This is an evolving technology with 

a lot of moving parts (sorry for the pun) including safety, privacy and local jurisdictions. This may take a while. 

Finally, I am preparing for our next meeting in Las Vegas next week. One of the biggest topics will be a modest 
increase in dues ($10 max) that is to take effect in 2020. I support this increase and have brought this to our 
DAS board and have their support as well. The NSPS has become more recognized in Washington and is 
involved in discussions that affect us and our Profession. The committees within the NSPS have really started 
to step up their involvement, so in the end I think this is really a good investment in the future of our 
Profession. 
 
 
 
Danny Simmons, PLS 
NSPS Representative  



 

  

 

From the DAS office.......... 

Greetings! 

 We have finally done "it".  The newsletter is back on track and will be published and e-sent three to four 

times a year!  As always, we welcome contributions from the membership so please think of me when you read an 

article that interests you.  Send it to me - I can take care of getting the reprint permission that many times is 

necessary. 

 Most of the news from the organization is found within the newsletter so I'm not going to bore you again by 

repeating it.  Instead, I'm going to share with you some of the things I've discovered for and about myself over the 

course of this winter. 

 

1. My goal for 2018 is to lose just 10 pounds.  Only  15 to go! 

2. Ate salad for dinner!  Mostly croutons & tomatoes.  Really just one big, round crouton covered with tomato                       

 sauce.  And cheese.  FINE, it was a pizza.  I ate a pizza. 

3. How to prepare Tofu:   

 A.  Throw it in the trash. 

 B.  Grill some meat. 

4. I just did a week's worth of cardio after walking into a spider web. 

5. I don't mean to brag but...I finished my 14-day diet in 3 hours and 20 minutes. 

6. A recent study has found that women who carry a little extra weight live longer than the men who mention 

 it. 

7. Kids today don't know how easy they have it.  When I was young, I had to walk 9 feet through shag carpet to 

 change the TV channel. 

8. I may not be that funny or athletic or good looking or smart or talented .... I forgot where I was going with 

 this. 

9. I love being over 60.  I learn something new every day .... and forget 5 others. 

10. I think I'll just put an "Out of Order" sticker on my forehead and call it a day. 

11. Senility has been a smooth transition for me. 

12. Once you lick the frosting off a cupcake, it becomes a muffin.  Muffins are healthy.  You're welcome. 

13. I start the day with Cap'n Crunch and end the day with Captain Morgan because apparently I want to be a 

 pirate. 

 

   Just sayin'................. 



 

  

 

 

 

Visit us online 

www.delsurvey.com 

 

We're Easy To Reach............. 

USPS Mail 

9210 Slice Ct., Wilmington, NC  28412 

Phone/Text 

302-462-5293 

Fax 

888-440-7624 

Email 

desurveyors@gmail.com 



 

 


